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Grace and Hope 
continually formed by our learning 
through God’s grace. I like to think 
of our congregation as a spiritual 
formation church. We worship 
weekly, have retreats, and learn 
through Adult Formation, youth 
gatherings, Men’s and Women’s 
gatherings, and Children’s Worship. 
We are constantly growing together 
as we grow in love with God, 
ourselves, one another, and our 
world. 
May we enjoy a new season of 
being church family for one 
another! 

A message from Pastor Chris 
 

What if the nature of God is grace? 
Does that sound surprising? I think this 
understanding of God may change 
everything. Friends, the word grace is 
very similar to the concept of God’s 
unconditional love. Grace is defined as 
unmerited favor. It relates to the word 
charis in Koine Greek, which is the 
word for God’s gifts to us. God gives us 
spiritual gifts and the gift of God’s 
presence. We do not earn God’s gifts. 
We are offered them daily because God 
is by nature loving and wishes to show 
us love. When we begin to realize that 
God is for us and wants to help us 
through the joys and trials of life with 
grace, we begin to relax. 
 
Every September I start a new sermon 
series to help our church community 
remember our identity and mission. Our 
church mission statement is as follows: 
“We are a Christ centered church of 
grace, hope, peace, and love committed 
to the mission of the gospel in Newberg 
and throughout the world.” Last fall I 
preached on peace and love. I reminded 
us that we really are a bunch of 
Christian hippies:) This fall I want to 
remind us of what it means to be a 
church of grace and hope.  
 
I am preaching on grace throughout the 
month of September. In October we will 
talk about hope and particularly how the 
words faith and hope go together. My 
desire in preaching on these words is 
that we will grow even closer as a 
church community and be more faithful 
to our mission together. 
 

Being part of a church community is 
a lot like being part of a big family. 
God our Holy Trinity are our 
parents. We are all brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Together we have a 
common mission of showing love to 
our world. But love begins with 
receiving grace and hope from God. 
We must receive in order to give. 
 
For me this invitation to receive is 
comforting. As we begin a new fall 
season, we do not need to force our 
growth or mission efforts. Instead, 
we can rest in the love of God. We 
can receive the gift of grace and let 
it overflow in our mission of being a 
Christ centered church of grace, 
hope, peace, and love. 
 
As we begin a new school year, I 
am reminded that at the heart of our 
church’s identity is spiritual 
formation. Not all of us are in 
educational settings all the time, but 
together within our church we are 

Newberg First Presbyterian Church 



 

The Veggie Garden keeps pumping out 
good food! Many pounds of fresh pro-
duce have been donated to local food 
banks. Thank you to all the volunteers 
whose care and hard work make this pos-
sible. If you’d like to join in the fun, con-
sider being a garden volunteer! See 
Ciaran Hynes or contact the office for 
info.  

Sept 9, 2025 
The opening devotion was read by Jeff McNeal. 

At the recent Session meeting, we welcomed visitors 
Jessica and Jason Fredrickson. A motion was made 
and passed to accept them into membership. Session 
discussed visioning for the fall and approved forming a 
Peace Garden committee. In addition, we discussed 
that there will be a sign up sheet for recommendations 
of new deacons and elders. We are also hiring two new 
Childcare Providers.  

Next meeting is Oct. 14th at 6:30 pm.  

Newberg Prayer Opportunities 

Save the Date: 
* Friday, October 10, 2025 ADORE 10.0: Lifting Jesus up at 
a community-wide time of worship, prayer, and celebra-
tion!  7:00 pm Newberg Friends Church. This will be fol-
lowed by the grand opening of the Community Prayer Room 
at 510 E. 1st St., and 36 hours of prayer. 
 
* 8 p.m. Friday through 8 a.m. Sunday, October 10-12, 
2025 36 hours of prayer at the new community prayer room. 



Mission News 

 

Tierra Nueva 
Special Guest Preacher – October 26 
We are excited to welcome Bob Eckblad as 
our guest preacher on Sunday, October 26. 
Bob and his wife Gracie are founders and co-
directors of Tierra Nueva (New Earth) in Bur-
lington, WA, where they minister through 
teaching, discipleship, and holistic healing. 
Bob, ordained in the PC(USA) with a ThD in 
Old Testament, is internationally known for 
his Bible teaching. Gracie, also ordained in 
the PC(USA), pastors and teaches with a fo-
cus on healing and liberation.  

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the wa-
ters; and he who has no money, come, buy 
and eat! 

Isaiah 55:1 

Tierra Nueva's Faith Community is a gather-
ing of people impacted by incarceration, ad-
diction and immigration, who come together 
to worship Jesus, pray for each other, share 
communion and explore how the Holy Spirit 
is leading us through Scripture and the spir-
itual gifts. All are welcome, regardless of who 
you are, where you have come from, or how 
you have been living your life. God's love for 
us is so strong .  

Tierra Nueva is about making disciples of 
Jesus and raising up shepherds, empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, who seek after lost sheep 

Special Event for Women 

Special Parenting Class 



Memories 



     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Picnic in the Peace Garden 

Thank You Brian and Julie!!! 

Ron and Pastor Chris 
Caroline Kurtz at Friendsview 



Men’s Team gets together the 1st 
Saturday of every month from 8:00-

10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Good breakfast, Good friends. 

Questions? Contact Jeff McNeal at 
503-476-4621 

 

      

Our Church Community: 
Get Involved! 

Friday Prayer Retreat 
 

Join us on the first Friday of each month as we  
gather together at church from 9:00 am to 1:00  

with a small luncheon after.  Together we will make First 
Presbyterian a house of prayer for Newberg. 

Adult Spiritual Formation class is held 
every Sunday morning at 9:00 am in 
the Fellowship Hall.   

Come gather with us as we learn together, sharing life 
and building relationships, while we discuss life from a 
spiritual perspective.  It’s a great way to deepen your 
spiritual journey...and make some great friends! 

Consider this your invitation to join one of the liveliest, most fun-
loving and welcoming groups you’ll ever run into.  Contact Pat 
Goodman (musicdirector@newbergfpc.org) for more 
information.  All are welcome! 

Calling all who love to sing!  Our choir, led by Pat 
Goodman, is always looking for new voices to 
praise God. Our choir sings two times a month but 
practices every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. 

Bike Ministry 
In partnership with Love INC 

First Presbyterian Church partners with Love INC in 
providing bikes to eligible clients.  Clients are screened 
by Love INC to determine need and eligibility.  Many 
times people who are getting back on their feet need to 
have more reliable transportation than those feet. 
 

First Presbyterian’s Bike Ministry takes in donated 
bikes, delivers them to the Retired Recyclers for repair 
and rehab, and once the bikes are returned all fixed 
up, serves as a distribution point for Love INC clients 
to choose the bike best suited to them. 
If you would like to help out with this ministry, you may 
contact Nancy Backes at 509-432-9335. 

Space for Grace meets the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays at 11:00. Our times together include 
practical reflections on scripture, sharing of 
life, and prayer.  All women are invited to join 
this group to enjoy the fellowship and 
friendship of women in a safe and supportive 
place.  For more information call Mary Kalesse (503
-709-3292). We’re looking forward to meeting you! 

Space 4 Grace  
Women’s Fellowship  

Men’s Fellowship is held on the first 
and third Thursdays of each month at 
9:00 am at the Cherry Street Bistro.  To 
learn more, please contact Gary Buck 

garyb@newbergfpc.org or give him a call at 503-250-
1163.  He’ll give you all the information you need to join 
up with new friends and old! 

 

The Newberg Peace Garden is 
always looking for volunteers to plant, 
water, weed, and give our garden the 
TLC it needs.   

If you would like to volunteer, or make a donation to 
the NPG, please contact Sylvia Burns 
(secondwindsb@hotmail.com) or Ciarán Hynes 
(chynes@georgefox.edu.) 

The Gathering meets on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays from 
6:45 -8:45 pm at Gina Chan-
dler’s home in Dundee. Togeth-
er, we’ll build community, grow 
in faith, and encourage one 

another. Bring your Bible (and a journal if you like). No 
homework-just come as you are.  



 

 
Deacons Share Gratitude 
with Local Responders 

On September 11th, Paula Buck and Di Mur-
phy, through the leadership of our Deacons, 
delivered pies to local first responders. This 
gesture of thanks was a way to show our deep 
appreciation for their ongoing service and 
care for our community. 

The gift of pies was warmly received and 
served as a reminder that our church family 
values the dedication and sacrifices made by 
those who keep us safe. We are grateful to 
Paula, Di, and the Deacons for making sure 
our appreciation was both heartfelt and deli-
cious! 

 

George Fox Serve Day  
 

On Tuesday, September 10th, Newberg First Presbyterian 
Church was honored to host George Fox University students 
and employees for the annual Serve Day. 

The morning began with donuts shared in fellowship before the 
students rolled up their sleeves and got to work. Teams tackled 
weeding in the Peace Garden labyrinth and flower beds, while 
others assisted with cleaning the exterior of the church building. 

Marc Mannetter and Pastor Chris helped lead the work crews, 
ensuring that the projects were completed with energy and joy. 
Their guidance, along with the students’ enthusiasm, made for 
another successful Serve Day. 



Pastor Chris Murphy may be reached at his email: 
chrism@newbergfpc.org 
or by calling the church office at 503-538-3313 
 

Our website address is : newbergfpc.org  
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